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Introducing our Suite of Information
Skills Interventions

Undergraduate interventions
The suite of information skills interventions for undergraduates is as follows:
1. Engaging with Knowledge: Introducing your University Libraries
2. Resource Discovery: Using Library Collections for your First
Assignment
3. Critical Approaches to Sourcing Information on the Web
4. Extending Use of Library Resources in Independent Research
5. Applying Critical Appraisal to Published Literature
6. Why Reference?
7. Using Reference Management Software
8. Researching Employers
9. Taking Information Skills into Professional Practice

No.

1

Title

Engaging with Knowledge: Introducing your University Libraries

Who

UG1

When

Week 1 only
(If your timetable sits outside the standard timetable, e.g. Medicine, please mention this when booking)

Format

Lecture

Room

Lecture Theatre / Seminar room

Duration

1 hour

Session Overview

Designed specifically for induction week, this first interaction with Libraries, Research and Learning Resources
will enable freshers to discover how the library will underpin their University and personal journey. The
relationship between use of library resources and academic achievement, and the role of reading for pleasure to
support wellbeing will be highlighted. In being introduced to the real-world impact of research undertaken at the
University of Nottingham, students ill make the connection that academic staff are both the knowledge
producers as well as their teachers, and that UoN research contributes to the ever expanding knowledge bank
held in the University’s libraries.
Students will be introduced to the University’s resource discovery tool, NUsearch, and hear student testimonials
explaining what their University library has meant to them. Students should leave the session inspired and
excited to start making their own discoveries in the University’s library collections. Students will be signposted
to library tours to help them get started in using the University’s libraries.

Learning
Outcomes

By the end of the session, students should be able to:
Knowledge and Understanding

(B) see University libraries as friendly, comfortable and accessible places to build confidence in making
use of library resources;

(B) appreciate how the library and its resources underpin learning throughout the academic journey;

(B) realise that knowledge can be contributed to, as well as consumed (ACRL); and
Professional Practical Skills

(C) locate and access material and facilities at UoN libraries.

Welcome to the
University of Nottingham Libraries

Our welcome video can be found on the library homepage:
www.nottingham.ac.uk/library

Read anything good recently?
Take a moment to consider:
What was it?
It could be an article, blog, novel, report, news
piece, biography, poem, obituary, manifesto …

What was its impact?
Did it change or challenge the way you think?
Introduce you to a new idea?
Transport you to another world?
Provide you with pure escapism?
Made you want to study this particular subject?

Your University Journey (NOOC)

World-class research at UoN

Read all about it!
nusearch.nottingham.ac.uk

Nottingham Reading Programme

http://nottingham.ac.uk/newstarters/nrp

No.

2

Title

Resource Discovery: Using Library Collections for your First Assignment

Who

UG1 only

When

Semester 1 (Week 3 onwards)

Format

Lecture / Workshop

Room

Lecture Theatre (BYOD) / Computer Teaching Room

Duration

1 or 2 hours (see below)

Session Overview

Aimed at first year undergraduates, this session will support students in their transition to university by
introducing a range of print and digital academic resources within their subject discipline. Students will explore
literature searching techniques as they prepare to write their first assignment; encouraging confidence to search
independently beyond a given reading list.
In the one hour version (2a), students will use NUsearch (UoN resource discovery tool) and reading lists to
access different types of scholarly literature in print and digital formats. A guided discussion will enable students
to explore the scholarly purpose of journals and how these too can be accessed via NUsearch.
The two hour version (2b) will build on this to incorporate an introduction to key databases as appropriate to the
discipline, as well as an opportunity to consider strategies for effectively managing the volume of reading. If
preferred, the two hour version can be split into two, one hour, sessions over separate weeks (2c + 2d).

Learning
Outcomes

By the end of the session, students should be able to:
Knowledge and Understanding

(B) recognise that scholars may use a range of vocabulary / terminology to describe a specific area of
research;

(C) develop knowledge of different types of literature and when to use them for different academic
purposes;
Professional Practical Skills

(C) access and manage module reading lists to identify information to support learning;

(C) identify, locate and access key UoN resources to find relevant information;

(C) employ an effective search using appropriate terminology and database functionality to identify relevant
literature on a given subject;

(C) identify the different components of a reference to effectively follow up further reading from other
sources;

What’s in a number…?

39,990
Number of unique
serial/journal/periodical titles on
subscription at UoN

844
Number of journal titles available in
print only

5,000,000
GBP spent per annum on
subscriptions at UoN

5,100,000
Number of articles either downloaded
or read online last year

Activity:
What is the purpose of journals?
Jot down the two questions
below; and then discuss them
in groups of 4-5:

1. What is the purpose of
journal publications / why do
academics publish in them?
2. Why use journal articles in
undergraduate study?

Impact (Intervention No.2)

Point of exit surveys:
- 86% gained confidence in employing an effective search… to identify relevant
literature on a given subject
- 98% agreed they will apply what they learnt to their studies and coursework

Library Futures:
Understanding the user of tomorrow

Any questions?

