
 
#Mercian17 In Libraries We Trust 

Gareth Cole 
Parallel Session #6 

Creating a Trusted Support Network: The Mercian RDM support group 
 

Gareth Cole is the Research Data Manager at Loughborough University 
and has been in post since March 2015. His role includes: managing the 
University’s Research Data Repository; assisting researchers with data 
management plans; leading training on research data management 
(RDM); advising researchers on RDM matters; advising on open 
research. He works closely with academic colleagues as well as 
Professional Services colleagues in the Library, IT, and Research Office. 
Gareth has helped to set up the MERCIAN RDM Support Group. 
 
Previous to working at Loughborough he was the Data Curation Officer 
at the University of Exeter where he worked on the Jisc funded Open 
Exeter project (2011-13), helping to establish an institution-wide 
research data infrastructure. 
 
Before working in research data management Gareth completed a PhD 
in Maritime History at the University of Exeter. He has subsequently 
published a monograph, in addition to a number of other publications, 
based on this research and continues his research when time allows. As 
such, he has experience of working in both a research and a research 
support environment. 
 
Gareth is on Twitter (@DrGarethCole) and ORCID. 
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